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(SS - 352)




U.5.5. HALFBEAK (55 3522

The ksel of USS HALFBEAK (55352) was laid in 1944 at Eleccric
Boat Company, Groton, Conmecticut, but her commissioning was de-—
laved uncil 1946 due to the end of World War IT.

AT the time of commissioning, HALFBEAK was = Fleet Boat - the
type made famoes in the Pacific during WWII. The mission of the
Submarine Ferce changed from one of anti-shipping to ome of Anti-
Submarine Warfare in the late 1%40's, and HALFBEAK was modified to
aceomplish this mizsien. An overhaul in 1949 pave HALFBEAK a
snorkel, increased battery capacity and external streamlining for
greater underwszter speed and endurance. Small medifications were
made In each succeeding overhaul until 1964 when her overhaul
modernized and refined her ASW capabilities. An addition im 1944
was a large sail made of fiberglass.

Although HALFBEAK has always been homported in Mew London,
Connecticur, she has been on several major deployments =fter
commlissioning., A post-commlissioning shakedown cruise took her to
the West Indies and South America as a member of Submarine
Souadron EIGHT.

HALFBEAK was assigned te the Submarine Ressarch and Develop-
ment Group after her first converslon, and was sent on an extended
cruise o European waters on a senar evaluation project.

HALFEEAX was transferred to Submarine Squadron TEM in 1954
and shortly therezfter was deployed te the Mediterranean as a unit
of the U.5. Sixth Flesat. September of 1956 found HALFBEAK cross=
ing che Atlantfc for a goodwill tour to Western Europe and the
Middle Fast. This trip was interupted by the Suez Crisis and
HALFBEAK was called upon to operatae with U.5. Forces im the
Mediterranean until January 1957. The employment of the next few
years involwed MATD exercises and a scientific information gather-
ing trip to the far Worth for the Internstional Geophysfical Year.

From 1260 £o 1965 HALFBEASK was employed in MATO exercises and
ice familiarization exercises on her extended deplovments. In
1965 she completed another overhaul paried, followed by extended
deployments to cthe Caribbean and Mediterranean Seas in 1986, In
summer 1967 HALFEEAK was reassigned to Submarine Squadron EIGHT.

HALFEEAK has won the Batele Efficiency "E'' Award for the last
two consécutive vears and at present holds the YE" for Submarine
Division 10Z.



Since commissioning HALFBEAK has been commanded by the fol-
lowing officers:

E.T. SHEPPARD April 1946 - June 1947
E.B. FLUCKEY June 1947 - June 1048
W.W. MC CRORY June 1948 = Hovember 1949
P.F. ECKERT November 1940 - November 1351
E,T. OSLER November 1951 = December 1953
R.A. SPEMSER December 1953 - April 19256
E.C. WHITE April 1956 - April 1958
G.M. WILFE April 1958 — February 1360
F.M. ADAME February 1960 — November 1960
J.P. HILLAND Hoverber 1960 - July 1963
F.T, WATKINS, JR. July 1963 - June 1963
A.5. MOREAU, JR, June 1965 - April 1967
DM, STMOM April 1967 -
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