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& HISTOAY OF USS PERCH (53 313)

Wovk on tho USS FERCH (85 317) was begun Jannary 5, 1043, with
the laylng of the kesl atb the Electrie Boat Company, Groton, Comnecti.
cut, Thlsz was the flret "deep water" boat to by bulltb by the Eiectris
Boat Compeny Yerd. September 12, 1943, saw the lsunching cersmony wis
¥ra. David A. Hurt sa the sponsop.

It 1s of Interest hare to mention that Mrs. Kupt's hushand, Lieu
tenant Commender David A. Hurt, USN, commanded the firat PERCH during
the early part of the war and waa at thizs time held in a Japanese
prison camp, following the lona of that vessal.

Work then progresscd rapidly and on Junuary 7, 1944, ot thas Sub-
marine Base, New London, Connecticut, the USS FERCH (85 313) wes de-
clnred & undt of the U.3, Navy. ileutenent. ‘ommander Plish €. Hills,
USH. azaumed command ond proparctions were mogen to £1t her out Top
the arduocus patrolc whiich lav ahead, The an’a urd her crewv were trairn
at dev London in the famillar weters of Bloc. Island and Long Tsland
Sounds and at Newport, Rhode Talsnd shere numerous dives, apprcaches,
end drills wore conducted. On Fobruary 19, 1944, she departed for
Key Vest, Florida, where shs was to give sarvices to the Fleet Sound
dencol. Following this come tho journey tirougih the Carilbbean to the
Panama Canal end thence to Pearl Harbor where sheo srrived on Aprll 35,

194%. fhen followed anothsr intensive troining period that was to
ready her o the acld test -- wer patrols in Japancse waters.

“On April 292, 1544, she departed Pearl Hurbor in company wiih tha
USS PETC en route Midway wiere they were to bc Jjoined by the US3
PICUDA In o wolfl pack commanded by Commander 7. V. Fenneo, USN. Those
throe submarincs ther started the westwerd Jjourney so femillar to sea-
faring men of the submarine service. The waters of the Sauth Chine
Sen were sclected as the hunting ground for the PERCH and her tuommate
Esrly L the morning of May 24, 1084, & medium tanker was contacted,
astalked to a Tevoreble atbnek ponition, and daisnped by four torpedo
hita. The counter atkack by & lone cscort prevented further ohserva-
tlion of thu domage Inflicted. At this tlme 1t Lucome apparent Lhot 14
Wwouid be noceasary to leave station due to & casuslty which resulted
in the lcss of both high prossure eir compressers by fleeding of the
puap room. The thirty-seven dey atrol was completed upon arrival af
Ma juro, Marshall Tslends, on June 4, 1944, ond was designeted as suc-
cossful. The refit was acocompllahed by the USS SPERRY cnd the Sub-
mairine Division One -Hendred Two Rellef Crows while tHe officers and
crew enjoyed rest and ralaxatlon at Myrna fnland in o tropical selbing
of pelm trses and coral beaches.

: On June 27, 1944, the PERCH begen her Swcond War Petrol. Thils
* tlwme the esaigned crec was the waters off Surlago Stralts in the .-
Finllippinea., Endlesg uneventful deyo pasgaed until o one hundred ton
Jepungoe trawler was contucted end fell prey to FERCH gunfire. The
piatroel netted as aunk: dno hundred tons, and was concluded at Fearl
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Harbor on Aupust 26, 1944, The patrel had l.sted oixty deya end was
characterized by thoraugh bul frultless search by an eagor and willin
ehlt. Reflt was wwdertaolken Dy the newly arrived tender, the USS 0oWAl

g. GILMORE &nd the Submarine Division Two Hundred Twenty-0One Rellef
raw. : -

September 19, 194%%, saw tne depzrturc of the PERCH from Pearl
Harbor on hev Third War Patrel. Upon arrival "in Midway she was join
by the submarines CROAKER and ESCOLAR and the three set out to patrol
the confined waters of the Bast China and ¥ellow Seas. Shortly befor
entering the area, tbe three submirines vere caught in & severe typhe
irn which depth control becams almost inpcszible. One evening wihen th
FERCH surfaced Iln the thiclk ol the tyuviwrn, 4 freal wave moved up fro
asfern ard asvwept tona of weter down the open conning tover hatech, re-
gulting In the temporary loss of the rodar, alr compresszora, and air
canditlaning units dueg to polti water ficoding. Repalr work was start
Immedintely and five doys later wlen the patrol area yes entered, the
FERCH waz again ip f'ull fighting trim. One nesvily escorted tranapol
waa contasted but torpede attaclks againat hey wore unsucesssful. Ine
additlon, lifegusrd services were rendered to B-29 roids on Honshu bu
thars were no opportunities to rescue downed avintors. the PERCH the:
set gourse for Sulpan to re-fuel prlor to ber journsy to Brilsbane,

" Australie, for duty with Submarinea, Southvest Pacille Fleet. Her
arrival in Brlshane torminated a sixty-aix davy potrol and refit vwaa

- undertaken by Submarine Hepalr Unit Humber One Hundred Thirty-Four

- while the officers and crew went to the wvarfous rest camps on the =sea
and in the mountains to unjoy two weeks in the land "down under."

The Fourth War Petrol bepon on Decimber 19, 1944, from Brinbhane,
Firat the PERCH patrolled off lainon, China; next off Singhpore; and
laatly, in Balabac SGiralts off Dornoo. Mo cuomy ships were slpghtoed
arid Lhe Poatrol ended unevenufually nt Fremantle, Weatern Avgiralila,
February 15, 1545, altor fifty-clpht days of rrultless search. Refit
vas occomplilazhed by the USS BECRXALE and Submarine Divislons One Hundr
Eighty-Oue and One Hundred Elgnt7-Two Relicf Crewa.

On Farch 12, 19%5, the FERCH departed Premantle carrying with he
eleven Australlan aspeclaolista trained in commundo warfare. On the
first night of the misalon, In the lkickassar Stralts, above Bal LiZzpapan
Borneo, she landed four of the peoty who wera to make a reconncisanes
of the bezch ond surrounding territory prlor to the landing. of the re
m2ining neraonnel and equipment sevaral days later. Coming In close
ashore two nlpghts later Lo dlsambarl the remalnder of the party, the
PERCH contacted 2 coastal fralphter that threatencd to cut off her
reburn bo opon vater., IE was declided thils shilp could perlously manfc
the operation so she was engaged with gunfire wid with the second hit
burast inte towering flomos. The PERCH wan ercdlted with alnking o
300 toun coastal frelghter. The remainder of the oporation procecdsd
according to plan and the PERCH returned to Fremontle, Western bus-
tralia, completing her Fifth Wer Patrol. The eighteen day patrol
was desipnated as successful and combat insignia were awarded. Voyog
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repalrs vwore commencod hy the US8 EURYALE and fininhed by tho U083
CLYTIE. The Commanding Officer, Commande» Biish C. iillis, USH, who
hed ceonducted- these first five patrols was relloved by Lieutenant
“emmander Charlss D, HeCall, USN.

On April 15, 1943, the PERGH dsparted Fromantlo on hor Sixth War
Yatrol and journeyed to the Java Sen to hunt ogut the enemy. A convoy
of Lwo ships was cantasted but an alert sscort discovered the prassnce
of the PERCH and subjected her to a seveore two hour depth chargin
which caused conslderable demage throuphout tna ship. The PERCH couls
really take it! GEhe then vent to the Chine coocut off Halnan to condup
the remainder of the Patrol. Tho vatrel wes copsluded at Pearl Horbor
on June 5, 1945, fifty-one days. The r:fit vas.occomplished by the
Subrarine Hese and Subimerine Division Cne Hundr=c One Rellef Crew.

On July 11, 1945, the PERCH doparted Fesrl Harbor snd aften fue] -
ing at Salpan, proceeded north for duty L. the Lifoguard Leapue off
Japan. Here she was ezlled upon to rovdsr assictance to a linvy Corani
pllot who was In tho water :wo miles off.ohore. The PERCH went in andgd
rade tho rescue, miles inohore from wetn:r deep cnough for diving, .
Aftor resculnp the pilot shwe bembarded [ishing vessels and buildings
on the beach and retired to sea again. A feow hours later on the nome
day, another distresa call was anaswerec by the PERCH and & pllot fram
the same fiphter squadron was pleked up flve milea off-shore. The
next twc days say the capitulatien of 7apan so the PERCH wosn ordered
home, %he patrol was completed at Poar: Harbor an Aupgust 30, 1645,

It had lasted [ifty days and comhat insiznia wers awerdod.

Then bepgan the long awalted journey home. To the strains of -
"Californie, Here I Come", she departed Pearl Harbor snd set courss
for the Golden Cate. Her errivel at Hunters Point on Scoptember 8, 194
complcted & tour of over 100,000 mlles that hed *eken hor to gvary
corner of cnemy controlled waters,

The PLRCI does not posscesa a long reeord of sinkinga. To some
must fall the took of cearch without loot. PBut to see a job throunh
to the end, ndding her own bit te the whele, la to shere in the part
whieh the submarines played in schluving finel vistory. The PERCH 1s
proud to be a poart of Lhe {lghting undecswos davy.

By Directive dated Jamuary 1943, the U:Z TERCH (358 313) was
redesinated as a subzarins tranaport (S3P 313), wan placed in an aetiv
statue, attached to thy U. 8. Paclfle Fleet.
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STATIOTICAL TOTALS:
Humper and Type of Ships Sunk: 1 Trawlcr; 1 5C.
Total Tonnapge of Shipa Sunic: 40 tona.
Humber and Types of Ships Damaged: 1 A0 (ied).
Total Tenncze of Ships Damaged: 4,000 tons.
Total Humber of Aviotors Hescued: 2
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The USS PERCH sarued four (4#) battle cturs on the Aslatic-Parifie |
Area Berviece Ribbon, for participating in thu foilowing aperationz:

1 Star/Marianas Operation
Capture and Occupation of Suipan -- 11 June to 10 August 1944

x
1 StnrfTHIHE Fleet Operatlens against Japan -— 40 July to 15 August
1gis5,

1 Star/Submarine War Patrol, Paclfic, 28 April to 4 June 1944
1 Star/Submarlne Wop Patrol, Pocific, 12 March to 30 March 1945

LA R

STATISTICS
OVERALL LENGTH , - 312 feet
BEAM ; 27 feet
SPEED o o B0t
DISPLACEYENT o IS 1,465 tons
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Restencilled April 19%1
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