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The Commander in Chief, Unltcd ates Fled
(1) Commandor Task Group FIFTY«<ONE POINT F?
(2) Commandor Task Farco FIFTY=ONE,
(3) Commander Central Pacific Forcce
(4) Commander in Chicf, Pacific Occan Arcas,

Suuvjects Action Report, Bombardmont of TAROA ISL/ND, HALOEL.P 4TOLL, 20
Fcbruary, and WOTJE ISLAND, WOTJE ATOLL, 21 Fobruary 1944,

Reforencet (a) Pacific Floot Confidontial Letter 2CL-lbhs
(b) CTG Bombardment Order No, 3-L4.

Enclosurcs: yfﬁS‘Track Chart of Bombarducnts, — %
Exccutive Officer's Report of Bombardncnts.—-- 1o
Gunncry Officerts Report of Bombardnents.~g, i

In accordance with refcrcnco (a), the fellowing Action Report is
submittod:

EART ONE

1. -Gencral-Narrative - (a) The U.S.S. NEW MEXICO borbarded Japanese
installations on TAROA ISLAND, MALOELAP /TCLL, on 20 February, and on 21 Fcbruary
borbarded Japancse installations on WOTJE ISLAND, WOTJE ATCLL, Main and sccondary
(five inch 51 caliber) batteries fired both bombardments, Both were made in
company with the MISSISSIPFI AND IDAHO.

(b) Threc firing runs werc nade on each targets In both instances, the
nain battery fired on the first run and the sccondary baticery on the sccond and
third runss Tho main battery cxpended 69 rounds on cach island; the sccondary
battory axpended 452 rounds on TAROA ISLAND and 450 rounds on WOTJE ISL.AND,

{¢) Rough weather provented usc of tho shipts spotting aircraft on the
day of the TAROA ISLAND firinge, A carrior aircraft was assipgned by Comnander
Task Group 50,15 for spotting, but this plane!s Main Battory spots werce unsatis~
factory because of a gomnunication difficulty; top spot was used with good results.,
The shipts aircraft spotted satisfactorily for the WOLJE ISL.ND firing.

{@) Tho offoctivecness of previous bombarduents and air strikes on the
two islands left fow obvious targets for the subjecct bombardments. The ship's
o reraft spottor roported no worthwhile targots were visible on WOTJE ISLiND
aftor tho subject firing was completeds This was the conclusion of the shlp with

ragard to both islandse No personal werc seen on cither island,

(¢) A sceond borbardaont of each island, planncd in the bombardment
order, was cancclled by the .Bsk Force Comnandory
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(£) Thc bombardnents werc rcutine, therc being no counter-acticn or
personnel casualtics and no material casualtics of sufficicnt importanco t6 upsct
plans.

2e Preliminarics = (a) Tho NEW UIEXICO, vith the MISSISSIPPI fnd IDLEO,
scrconed by four destioyers, got under way from anchorage in the lapoon of iLJULO
ATOLL at 0701, 20 February (Zone Plus 12), to carry out the bombarduent order,
rcforence (b)s The group procecded to the vicinity of ILILOEL:LP LTOLLG

(b) Thc shipts mission was to bombard targebs spocified in reference
(b) in order to destroy the ncans of lifc of the garrisons and the supplics
required for the operation of airecraft on the two islands. The ship's assumptions
were as given in that rcfercnce, The shipfs plans, proparcd on a basls of the
Bombardment Order and intclligence data accompanying it, are forwarded as Appendix
I of cnclosurc (C).

(¢) The NEW YEXICO, IDAHO and MISSISSITYI were in column, in that order,
in making the approach for the first day's bombardmeni, and in the reversc of
that order in approaching WOIJE ATCLL on the sccond daye

(d) No enemy forces were cncountered on either day.,

PARE TWHO

CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT OF BOMB/RUIENTS
(411 tines arce Zone Plus 12)
20 February L4

1400 Went %o General Quarters. Zigzagging on course 325° (T), at 17 knots,

Wind 28 knots from 061°(T); sca modorato with moderate swell from 078°(T);

baronmotor 29.77; torperaturc 80° Fejvisibility 20 milcs, :
1405 Changed spced to 15 knotse -
1410 Ceased zigzagrings
1417  IDAHO AND MISSISSIPFI took distance 1000 yards.
1420  Ships left to 285°(T). |
1439  8hips right to 325° (1), . A . . SiDEat

pFAS Comrienced vontilating main battery magazines,



1632
1640
1645
1651
1700
1702
1709
1715
1715

Changed speed to 15 knots.
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quumnrright_to 045°(T) .

Sceurcd ventilation to main battery magaziness
shiés_left to 005°(T).

Ships right to 045°(T).

Commenced firing main battoery on assigned targets on T.ROA ISLLND,
Column left to CO0%(T).

Colwan loft to 3159(T).

Ceased firing main battery.

Ships right to 355°(T).

Ships right to 135°%(T).

Ships right to 175%(T).

Changed speed to 17 knots.

Ships left to 135°(T)..

Cormenced firing five inch 51 caliber gocondary battery to starbO“ru on
assigned targets on TAROAL ISLAND.

Column right to 195°(T).
Ships loft to 165°(T).
Ships right to 195°(T).

Ships right to 205%(T).

'Geaébd firing soconddry battcry to starboard,

Ships loft to 195°(T).
Ships loft to 0159(T). e - e
Ships right to 035°(T). ' S 3 0884
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1719 Commoneed firing five inch 51 caliber socondary battery to port on
assigned targots on TARC. ISLAND,.

1730 ° Ships loft to 015°(T).

1740 Column loft to 335°(T).

1750 Ceased firing sccondary baftory to port,
1753  Ships right to 035%(T),

1755 Sccurcd from General Quartcrs.

- - Operated during the night north of WOTJI .TOLL,

21 Februory 1944

0800 Went to General Quarters. MISSISSIPPIL, IDAHO and NEW MEXICO in colunn

: in that order on coursc 230°T), spced 17 knoks. Wind 15 knots fron
053°(T); seca slight with heavy swell from O74 (T); barometcr 29, 82,
tomperaturc 80°F.;visibility 10 niles,

0801 Connenced zigzagging in accordancc with plan nunber six.

0812 SK Radar picked up land bearing 205 (T), distance 23 niles} identificd.
as northcastern island of WOTJE ATOLL.

0815 Ccased zigzagginé.

0823 .. cémmcnccd ventilating main battery nagaszines.

0824  Column loft to 180°(T),

083  Ships right to 210°(T).

o8L4 Socurcd ventilation of main buttury'ﬂhrﬂZlnCo-

0845  Ships left to 180°(T),

0854 Ships left to 160°(T).

0856 Qatapu}.tcd spotting plane. : : 3 0ssq
0900  Ships loft to 140°%(T). e
0904  Ships right to 180%(T),
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0913  Ships left to 1509(T).

0923 Commonced firing main battery on assigned tarsets on WOTJE ISL.ND.
0933  Ships right to 180°(T).

0955  Column right to 215°(T)e

1010 goascd firing moin battcrye.

1018  Ships right 180° to 035°(T).«

1028 Commencod firing 5M/51 caliber scecondary battery to port on assipgned
tarpgets on WOTJE ISLAND.

1049  Column loft to 345°(T).

1107  Ships loft to 325°(T)s

1112 Ceased firing sccondary battery,
1113 Ships right to 345°(T),

1120  Ships right 180 dogrecs to 165°(T).

1132 cormenced firing 5"/51 caliber sccondary battery to starboard‘on assicned
targets on WOLJE ISLiNDe

1202 Column right to 2200(T).

1211 Ceasod firing socondary battery. DBomberdnent completed, Retired to
- South of the Atoll to recover aircraft.

1300 Recovercd spotiting plance.
1305 Sccurod fron General Quarterse

PART THREE

1. For detailed information cn runncry'porfornanco, sco Gunncry
Officer's Report of Bombarducnt, cnclosurc (B¢

2. No information on the performcnce of encny ordnance matcrial,or
oquipment is available.

-
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FART FOUR

1. This ship suffcred no battle danege.

2e Destruction of cnermy instzllations on TAROM ISLAND and WOTJE
ISLAND wasg considerable before subjecet borbardnont was besune Tuis shijts firin:
added to the destruction, The deotails of obscerved damosc by this shiptc fire
arc riven in cnclosurc (C).

FART ET.VE

1. Speeial coment is made on the foellowing matters:

{(2) Communications for thc cperaticn were satisfactery with the cxcep-
tion of the spotting frequoncy for the bombardment of TAROA ISLUND when a carricr
" plane did the spotting. During the first run it was nccessary for tho IDAHO to
rclay spots over the TS and the SCR 522 from tho spotting plane, The NEJ LEXICO
was unable to recach the spotting plance over the SCR 522, Durin: the rost of the
" bombardment the secondary spotting frequency (6525 kes) was uscd, This also
-proved unsatisfoctory for it put both the NEW HEXICO and the IISSISSIPFI on the _
sane frequency, During the bombercment of VOTJE ISLAND corrmnications were entirc-
1y satisfactory. Own ship's planc was used for spotting on the nssisned ship
spotting frequoncye

(b) Naviration - The preparcd intelli;cence charts to the scale of one
ineh equals onc nautical mile were used for naviiation, 4lthoush nit all of the
smaller islands were located accurately, cnough were so charted 2s to obtain
good fixes, Tho starboard alidade failed, due to a tube failure, cCuring the losy
firing run on WOTJE ISL.ND, when all land was to the starboard. ILiadar ranges
and bearings were uscd while shifting to the Flag Bricge alidade, and could have
becn used satisfactorily for an indefinite tinoe,

: (¢) Air operations werc withcut cvent on the sccond day; the shipts
only sceplane was not launched the first day becausc tho weathor would have.been
hazardous for recoverye. Bocause the aircraft romained abcard on the first day,
Turrct IV was not fired, <The firing of Turret III did not damage the planc
which was on the catapult. (Cnly onc aircraft is now aboard the NEJ HEXICOS.

(d) Enpginccrins~ and Construction departments = The perforronce of
personnel and material and the operation of machinery in the Engincering Depart-
nent and Construction Departiment was cxccllemt during the bemberdmentse No |
nachinery casualtics occurred in #®ither dopartnent. : :

2o Tho Exccutive Officer's Repert is submitted as enclosurc (D).
3. Lessons learned, conciusionsvand rccorriencations.
(::) . L - 3 088q4
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{(a) The obvious lesson that cxporlonca is an cxcellont tcacher was

presented forcofully in these bombardments, The ship's thrae previcus bemberd-
nonts (KISKA ISLAND, MAKIN ATOLL; and KiiJALEIN ATCOLL) hava followed deys of
planning and drilling; littlc morc than 24 hours intcrvened this time between
rocalpt of tho bembardment order and the cormencenent of firing, The experionce
of the carlior bombardments enabled officer and cnlisted personnel to cxeccutc
the ordor efficicntly dospitc the nininum of time for planning,

(b) It is rcconmonded that if the SCR 522 is to be used in futurc
operations (os in this case whon a carricr aircraft did the spotting instead of
the ship's scaplanc), a pormancat 1nstallatlon, along with the nccossary power
supply, be providcd to roplace the jury rip now aboord,

PART SIX
1, Therc were no personncl casualtios during the action.,
2. A1l officers and nen performed their dutics satisfactorily during
the actiona _
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